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MISSION

At The Darrow School, we are 
dedicated to serving students with 
diverse backgrounds and abilities, 
building on each student’s individual 
talents and interests to inspire enduring 
confidence for success in college and life.

Members of the 50th Reunion 

Class of 1968 take a post-picnic 

stroll across the Mountainside 

during Reunion Weekend 2018.

Photo by Steve Ricci



13  KIC Start
   The newly inaugurated Kurtz Innovation 

Center (KIC) is showcasing technology at 
Darrow. 

20  A Sensational Summer
   The Darrow School campus was home 

to three different summer camps this 
year, in the midst of a busy construction 
project.

24  Transitions
   At Baccalaureate, Commencement, and 

Reunion, Darrow recognized outstanding 
achievement, wished graduating seniors 
good luck, and welcomed back alumni.

2 Learning First

4 Scene Around

6 On Campus

12 Faculty Profile

14 Student Profile

15 From the Board

34 Alumni Notes

40 Legacy Society

DEPARTMENTS

Founded in 1932 on 
the site of the first Shaker 

community in America

110 Darrow Road

New Lebanon, New York 12125   

P: (518) 794-6000   

F: (518) 794-7065  

www.darrowschool.org

Editor
Steve Ricci 

Director of Communications 
and Marketing

Design Assistant
Chloe Kalna

Contributors
Gregory Cherin, Art Evans, 

Edwin Hirschfeld, Sarah Frederick, 
Paul S. Gundlach ’71, Simon Holzapfel, 

Lawrence Klein, Ruth Smalley P’18, 
Craig Westcott P’22

HEAD OF SCHOOL 
Simon Holzapfel

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Robert W. Kee ’71, Chair

Jennifer Cholnoky P’13, ’18, ’20, Vice-Chair 

H. Barton Riley, Treasurer

Sharon A. Kennedy P’10, Secretary 

Robert Greifeld ’05

Paul S. Gundlach ’71

Thomas Hallowell ’82

Pei Jing ’11 

Christian Masters ’82

Yonesy Nuñez ’96

Richard O’Leary P’11

Jennifer Rodriguez ’02

Peter Rosemond ’70, P’15 

Mark C. Russell ’73 

Henry L. Savage, Jr. ’59

Douglas A. Smith ’87

Laurence Van Meter

Peter S. Wadsworth ’72

SUMMER/FALL 2018

Peg Board

  Cover:

  Transforming a Behemoth
   John Gratiot ’68 swapped a summer on the 

golfing greens for a summer on the Mountainside, 
overseeing the Dairy Barn’s historic renovation 
and the creation of the Campus Commons.

16

On the cover: Students gather around the newly installed fire pit in the 
Campus Commons, a community green space created as part of the 
Designing Darrow campaign. Read more on page 16.
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LEARNING

F I R S T

It’s been 54 years since Bob Dylan noted how swiftly the times are a-changin’. The velocity of that change 
seems to accelerate with each passing decade, and particularly in the areas of technology, automation, and 
communication. These changes demand almost constant learning. On some days it can be exhausting; on 
others exhilarating. The phenomenon is no different for schools, where the backdrop of constant change 
demands that we keep learning and adapting to evolving expectations, erratic markets, and shifts in college-
preparation essentials. 

The National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS)—the umbrella organization for independent 
schooling in the U.S.—is a dynamic organization with a plan for helping its members keep pace with that 
change. This year, Darrow was fortunate to be one of five schools (and the only boarding school) selected 
to participate in an NAIS initiative known as the Innovation Lab Schools project (see story on page 11). This 
invitation to be a pioneer in the program is quite an honor and stems from Darrow’s history of innovation and 
forward-thinking education, as well as our interest in applying new techniques of educational design.

In January, I met with NAIS’s senior leadership to talk about Clayton Christensen’s Jobs To Be Done (JTBD) 
theory, and how I was teaching it to students at Darrow and applying it via our strategic plan. As I listened 
to NAIS’s plans, I knew they were onto something. Too often, providers of a product or service see their 
offerings through their own lens as suppliers and neglect to see them through the eyes of their consumers. 
Big mistake. JTBD reverses that common design failure.

We have started to work with Darrow’s leadership team and the Board of Trustees to better understand JTBD. 
In recent months we have begun identifying what changes we need to make to better serve our families and to 
ensure that their investment in Darrow gives them exactly what they need, and not what we believe they need.

Yes, the times they are a-changin’—but that is not a bad thing. In fact, change is the only constant I’ve seen 
in my 46 years. That isn’t a truth a leader can negotiate; it’s a collection of forces to work with, not against. 
It is gratifying to be on the front lines of a national initiative and conversation to make sure independent 
schools are changing along with the times. As the song says, “Your old road is rapidly agin’. Please get out 
of the new one if you can’t lend your hand.”

If you also have a product or service that you are working to promote, I invite you to research Clayton 
Christensen’s Jobs To Be Done theory to learn more, and to reach out to me with your questions and ideas. 
Thank you for being part of the process, and please keep in touch.

SIMON HOLZAPFEL
H E AD OF SCHOOL

The Times They Are A-Changin’
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1   Helen Clarida ’18 was one of many seniors who displayed their work at the Senior 
Art Show in the Joline Arts Center in May.

2   Faith Jackson ’21 perused Toni Morrison’s classic, Beloved, at February’s African 
American Read-In. 

3   In April, Rob Leary P’10 visited Forensic Science class to talk about the scientific 
methodology of fire scene investigation. A professional firefighter, EMT, and hazard-
ous materials technician, Rob is the father of Shawn Leary ’10 and husband of Lisa 
Leary P’10, Darrow’s Assistant to the Dean of Students.

4   The Class of 2018’s yearbook was dedicated in May to departing Spanish teacher 
and Varsity Tennis coach Josh Brown.

5   A spectacularly colorful January sunset over a partially frozen Tannery Pond
6  Weeks after the tragic shooting in Parkland, Florida, the Darrow community opted 

to change the topic of the annual student symposium to address the problem of 
gun violence. Teachers and students welcomed Brian Flynn, a candidate for the 
U.S. Congress’s 19th District, who shared his views and discussed possible solutions. 
Pictured (from left): Calvin Kertzman ’20, history teacher Edwin Hirschfeld P’13 ’19, 
Flynn, Ivan Alizakhov ’21, Jocelyn Marden ’19, and History Department Chair John 
Villinski

7   In August, English Department Chair and Director of Maple Sugaring Nancy Dutton 
and Director of Athletics and Senior Master Don Singleton received Shaker boxes in 
honor of 20 years of service to Darrow. Nancy and Don are the longest-tenured 
teachers at the School. 

8   At the 50 Nights Dinner, Will Peltz Smalley ’18 and Louis Roberts ’18 couldn’t resist 
clowning for the camera. The event—hosted in April each year by The Darrow 
School Advancement Office—celebrates the countdown to Commencement for 
seniors.

9   In May, juniors (from left) Michael Eurquhart ’19, Seth Carr ’19, and Logan 
Hallock ’19 prepped their gear in advance of the junior class’s Spring Term 
“Leadership Through Outdoor Adventure” excursion to the Adirondacks.

8
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A powerful snowstorm made the 20th 
anniversary of Maple Fest in March seem 
more like a winter carnival. But Darrow Ducks 
are a hearty breed, and they put their hands 
to work to make the event memorable. The 
hay ride became a sleigh ride, frisbees were 
replaced with snowballs, and jumping rope 
became sledding. 

1   Paul Acello ’19 made friends with visiting 
horses from the Abode, which provided 
sleigh rides.

2   A snow-covered Rianna Young ’20 
negotiated the drifts.

3   The anniversary celebration was made 
doubly special by the attendance of 
numeorus alumni who braved the wintry 
elements to be on the Mountainside. 
From left: Head of School Simon 
Holzapfel, Brandy Ryles ’16, Ayla Hull ’15, 
Alexis Vargas ’15, Rich Eckstein ’14, Dan 
Cavanagh ’14, Jenn Harvender ’13, and 
Charlie Coan ’13

4  Math teacher Joel Priest P’21 brought 
along his Corgi, Dobby, who enjoyed 
catching snowflakes on his tongue.

5  There may not have been blue skies 
and daffodils, but that didn’t dampen the 
spirits of Zoe Liu ’19 and Herman Tu ’19.

Photos by Steve Ricci

A Maple Fest
Nor’easter?

S’no Problem.
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On March 2 and 3 the Darrow Theater Workshop, under the 
direction of Jennifer Pytleski, Performing Arts Chair, presented 
Darrow on the Fringe 2018, a collection of eleven 10-minute 
plays produced, written, directed, and starring Darrow students. 
Selected from more than 25 submissions, the works spanned a 
range of themes and topics, including fairy tales, political intrigue, 
teenage angst, murder, and, of course, ice fishing. “I am proud to 
say that the cultivation of new playwrights, along with the growth 
of student directors, actors, and the production team, continue to 
be the highlight of my role,” said Pytleski.

1   Will Peltz Smalley ’18 and Mira Sneirson ’18 in Windex Thoughts, written and directed 
by Peter Cholnoky ’18

2   Tench Cholnoky ’20 in On Thin Ice, written by Maddie Nicholson ’18 and directed by 
Michelena Mastrianni ’18

3   Calvin Kertzman ’20 as Bird Person in Cinderella, adapted by Christine Lutz ’18 and 
directed by Daisy Miller ’18

4  Dylan Winne ’18 and Maddie Nicholson ’18 in Mouse Soup, written and directed by 
Max Sidell ’18

5  From left: Michelena Mastrianni ’18 as Maris, Eliza Hughes ’18 as Helga, and Cassidy 
Roberts ’18 as Nemith in Cinderella

See more photos from Darrow on the Fringe at www.flickr.com/photos/darrowschool.

Fringe 
Binge

1

3

2

4 5
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April 27–28, 2018
Family and friends enjoyed a beautiful Spring Family Weekend on the 

Mountainside April 27–28. The celebration was highlighted by the debut of 
Artist in Residence Maggie Mailer’s exhibition, “Signals and Disruptions,” in 
the Joline Arts Center, as well as Convocation, the Spring Music Showcase, 
and athletics competitions by the Darrow Ducks.

Left: Artist in Residence 
Maggie Mailer talked 
about her inspiration and 
process during a recep-
tion at the opening of her 
exhibition in the Joline 
Arts Center on Friday.

Below: Logan Hallock ’19 
with his parents, Jennifer 
Hallock P’19 and William 
Hallock P’19, at Convo-
cation in the Tannery on 
Saturday

Above: Zaaron Morvan 
’19 and his mom, Lisa 

Telemaque P’19

Right: Catcher
Nyaiah Lamb ’17 makes 

contact in softball 
action against Faith 
Christian Academy.

Below: The Varsity 
Lacrosse team was 

victorious against The 
Woodhall School, with 

the lovely Mountainside 
as a picturesque 

backdrop.

Spr ing Fami ly

Weekend

Above: Convocation speakers (from left: Simon Holzapfel, Head of School; 
Royanne Jordao ’18; Peter Cholnoky ’18; and Spanish teacher Josh Brown) spoke 
on the topic, “The Problem with Average.”

Right: Max Powers ’20 fired a pass to an open teammate in Saturday’s Ultimate 
Frisbee competition against New York Military Academy.

Spring Music Showcase: April 27, 2018
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Photos by Steve Ricci

The Darrow 
Chorus, led by 
Marisa Massery, 
and the Darrow 
Jazz Ensemble, led 
by Music Director 
Andy Wrba, teamed 
up for an evening 
of beautiful music 
in the Tannery at 
the Spring Music 
Showcase. Selec-
tions included com-
positions by Sonny 
Rollins, J.J. Cale, 
Lady Gaga, Mozart, 
Stevie Wonder, 
Lauryn Hill, and 
John Fogerty.

Above: Louis Roberts ’18 played drums with the Jazz Ensemble, whose set list included Tenor Madness, Cape 
Verdean Blues, Pure Imagination, After Midnight, Stitched Up, and You and I.

Left, top: Mark Mongilio ’18 performed as a vocalist with both the Jazz Ensemble and the Chorus.

Left, bottom: Eliza Hughes ’18 played bass with the Jazz Ensemble and also provided lead vocals for the Chorus.

Below: Julia Ordu ’20, backed by the Chorus, performed the concert finale, This Is Me.

See more photos from Spring Family 
Weekend and the Spring Music Showcase 
at www.flickr.com/photos/darrowschool.

Spring Music Showcase: April 27, 2018
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Meet the Young Founders
Postgraduate program focuses on enterprise and entrepreneurship

IN THE

CLASSROOM

Members of The Darrow School 
Young Founders Program (from 
left): Bryan Chavez YF’19, Nasir 
Bussey YF’19, Co-founder and 
Director Karen Doyle Grossman, 
Elizabeth Lawrence YF’19, and 
Alex Hernandez YF’19

At the start of the 2018–19 school year, 
The Darrow School inaugurated a new 
post graduate program aimed specifically 
at young entrepreneurs. The Young Found-
ers Program is an immersive, residential, 
customizable, one-year program in entre-
preneurship and enterprise development 
created specifically for high school gradu-
ates ages 17–20.

Co-founder and Director Karen Doyle 
Grossman said the program’s conceptual 
framework is based on 13 essential com-
petencies of entrepreneurs, including 
topics such as how to recognize and assess 
opportunities, developing resilience to thrive 
in stressful business environments, learning 
to access and leverage financial resources, 
managing and mitigating risk, innovating 
through value creation, and more. 

“The idea is that any student who has 
graduated from high school would benefit 
from a highly experiential process of thinking 
about and identifying a particular problem 
they want to solve, and not only generating 
ideas for solutions but also how to execute 
those ideas,” Doyle Grossman said. “Whether 
they are going to college or into employment, 
these skills are extremely valuable.”

It is about more than just starting your 
own business, she added. Students head-
ed directly to colleges or universities can 
learn how to optimize and leverage their 
undergraduate experience to build on the 
enterprise they want to launch afterward. 
Or, those who opt to work for a company 
might be called upon to practice “intra-
preneurship,” working within an organization  
to innovate and create new ways of doing 
business and exploring new markets.

“As they encounter those new opportu-
nities,” Doyle Grossman said, “the students 
will have had exposure to the experiences 
of others who have forged their own way. 
They will have developed a better sense 
of how they want their college careers to 
go, will have gained practical experience in 

internships and field research, and they will 
be able to bring value to the industry they 
want to pursue so they can take it to the next 
level. Having the skill set to engage in entre-
preneurship means you always have that as 
a possibility.”

Young Founders Program students also 
attend the Darrow history course 21st- 
Century Enterprise, taught by Head of School 
Simon Holzapfel, which introduces concepts 
such as building a modern business, startup 
methodologies, marketing, human resources, 

debt, and business tools like profit-and-loss 
statements, cash flow, and balance sheets. 

“While 21st-Century Enterprise provides 
a classroom-based course of study in the 
fundamental principles of enterprise,” Holz-
apfel said, “the Young Founders Program is 
about putting those principles into action, by 
under standing how an idea can become a 
social or commercial enterprise that delivers 
value to the world, by developing a business 
plan, by practicing teamwork, and by meet-
ing successful entrepreneurs.”

West Virginia native Elizabeth Lawrence 
YF’19 said she decided during her senior year 
at Emma Willard School to take a gap year 
before college and was exploring her options 
when she discovered the Young Founders 
Program. With a goal of studying psychology 
and building her own practice specializing in 
trauma patients, she saw the program as an 
avenue toward understanding the business 
aspect of providing human services. She 
deferred her acceptance to Eckerd College 
to study enterprise development in the Young 
Founders Program. 

“My favorite part of the program has been 
meeting with current business owners, which 
we do on Thurdays,” Lawrence said. “I didn’t 
realize how in-depth it was going to be, and it’s 
been a really insightful experience.”

As they encounter those new 
opportunities, the students will have 

had exposure to the experiences 
of others who have forged their 

own way. They will have developed 
a better sense of how they want 

their college careers to go, will 
have gained practical experience in 
internships and field research, and 

they will be able to bring value to 
the industry they want to pursue.

—Karen Doyle Grossman   



ON
CAMPUS

THE DARROW SCHOOL 11

ON
CAMPUS

What’s in a Name?

Darrow Selected as Innovation Lab School

In the August 31, 2018, edition of 
The Darrow School eNewsletter, Head 
of School Simon Holzapfel unveiled a 
new branding strategy, emphasizing 
the daring nature of the Darrow com-
munity, past and present.

“Although the approach is new,” 
Holzapfel said, “the story is as old as 
the School. Since our inception, Dar-
row students have dared to achieve 
beyond expectations, to speak when 
others are silent, and to move forward 
when progress has been static. The 
new tagline, ‘Dare to,’ is meant to pro-
voke a question in the minds of young 
people: What is it they will dare to do 
if inspired and challenged?”

“The story of our School is the story 
of the people who comprise it,” said 
Nicholas Forcier, Director of Admis-
sions and Enrollment Management. 
“The new tagline and emphasis on 
telling the story of our students pro-
vide an opportunity to connect with 
people who could benefit from the 

same transformational education as 
our alumni experienced.”

As the ways in which prospec-
tive families consume and interpret 
information changes, so too must the 
School’s approach to engaging them. 
The redesigned logo and tagline will 
enable Darrow to clarify and position 
itself as distinctive and valuable in the 
minds of young learners.

“It’s about reinforcing that we are, 
and always have been, a bold and ex-
traordinary community,“ Holzapfel said. 

“Darrow produces daring, confident, 
balanced, compassionate, and prob-
lem-solving global citizens through an 
educational experience of unmatched 
quality. This is our essence. It hasn’t 
changed in the last 86 years, nor will it 
change in the future.”

Those who would like to share com-
ments or stories about how Darrow 
inspired them to dare, to excel, to defy 
the odds, or to travel a distinctive path 
are encouraged to email Simon Holz-
apfel at holzapfels@darrowschool.org.

The Darrow School was recently 
selected to be part of the inaugural 
cohort of National Association of Inde-
pendent Schools (NAIS) Lab Schools. 
Sponsored by NAIS, the initiative aims 
to drive innovation in independent 
schools around the country.

As a key contributor to the project, 
leaders from Darrow will work with 
four other schools to develop and 
test strategic planning structures and 
processes.

“Opportunities and challenges exist 
for every school,” said NAIS presi-
dent Donna Orem. “The Lab Schools 
Project will help independent schools 
identify how they can thrive in a 
changing landscape. This is not a one-
size-fits-all approach. We selected 
schools willing to be bold in the cre-
ation and implementation of strategy.

“Ever since the recession of 2008, 
the fundamentals of school admis-
sions and funding have changed,” 
said Darrow’s Head of School Simon 
Holzapfel. “We are fortunate to be rec-
ognized by NAIS as a forward-thinking 
school in that way, and to be able to 
apply some of Clay Christensen’s Jobs 
To Be Done theory to our efforts. “

In addition to Darrow, four other 
schools constitute the first cohort 
of the NAIS Lab Schools: Allendale 

Columbia School (New York), Grace 
Episcopal Day School (Maryland), 
Grosse Pointe Academy (Michigan), 
and Providence Country Day School 
(Rhode Island). 

The National Association of Inde-
pendent Schools is a membership 
organization for K–12 schools that are 
self-determining in mission and pro-
gram and are governed by indepen-
dent boards. NAIS works to empower 
independent schools and the students 
they serve.

In summer 2018, Holzapfel traveled 
to Washington, D.C., to meet with the 
heads of other schools in the program 
and with NAIS leadership in order 
to examine the data and study the 
organization’s insights into school in-
novation in advance of the program’s 
rollout.
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Joanna Sutton: Space for Makers

Science, math, and technology teacher Joanna Sutton was named the Coordinator of the newly 
inaugurated Kurtz Innovation Center this summer.

The experience teaches 
students that the robot is not 

wrong. It’s doing exactly what 
you’re telling it to do. That’s 

such a valuable lesson.

—Joanna Sutton   

FACULTY 
PROFILE

There have been some surprising 
twists in Joanna Sutton’s path to The 
Darrow School’s classrooms, but 
her natural inclination to teach math, 
science, and technology was clear from 
an early age.

“My mom jokes that when I was in 
kindergarten, the teacher stepped out 
for a minute, and when she came back 
I was teaching my classmates their 
shapes,” she said.

By the time she got to high school, 
Sutton was sure she hated math be-
cause it induced anxiety and stress. But 
a freshman-year algebra teacher helped 
her realize she had fallen through the 
cracks. That discovery changed her 
trajectory.

“No one had ever taught me frac-
tions!” she said. “But I knew in my fresh-
man year I would major in math.”

In high school, Sutton started a math 
tutoring program for middle schoolers, 
recruiting the students, writing her 
own lesson plans, and teaching. After 
earning a B.S. from UMass Lowell, she 
decided to pursue graduate studies 
in applied mathematics at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute (RPI). However, 
while she was working as a teaching 
assistant at RPI her passion for teaching 
was rekindled.

“I realized that what I really loved to do, 
what I was excited about every day, was 
being a TA,” she said. “That’s where I was 
getting my joy, being in front of students 
and helping them understand subjects 
like differential equations and calculus.”

While completing her master’s studies 
at RPI in 2015, she began looking for 
open teaching positions in math at New 
York independent schools and visited 
Darrow on spring break.

She recalls a memorable tour from 
Nikki Speranzo ’15, who apologized for 
all the Mountainside mud.

“It was quite an experience being 
in interview clothes,” she recalls. “My 

heels got caked in mud, and it was okay. 
I knew this place was a good fit for me.”

At Darrow, she started out teaching 
Algebra II, Pre-calculus, and Calculus, 
and then expanded into Robotics I, 
Physics, Matrix Algebra, and Program-
ming in C. She brings to her classroom 
an infectious enthusiasm for investigat-
ing new concepts and technologies, 
sharing her knowledge through hands-
on applications that go beyond teach-
ing conceptual theories and instead 
allow students’ mistakes to inform their 
learning.

For instance, she notes, students 
in Robotics I use the Lego Mindstorm 
series, which incorporates program-
ming logic through the use of loops and 
switches.

“The experience teaches students 
that when something isn’t working,  
the robot is not wrong,” she said. ”It’s 
doing exactly what you’re telling it to do. 
That’s such a valuable lesson: ‘It’s my 
fault, I need to fix it,’ and that’s good.” 

She is now planning for a Robotics II 
course that will use Tetrix Robotics and 
involve more in-depth programming. 
She envisions robotics competitions as 
sporting events at Darrow.

Sutton’s most exciting new undertak-
ing, however, has been her appointment 
in summer 2018 as the Coordinator for 
Darrow’s newly opened Kurtz Innova-
tion Center (KIC).

Over the summer and early in the 
2018–19 school year, Sutton—with the 
assistance of KIC Prefects Paul Acello 
’19 and Isaac Prusky ’19—worked to set 
up computers and 3D printers and to 
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KIC Start
create activities for tours and open 
hours that will allow the entire com-
munity to interact with the new facility 
and collaborate on projects.

“After the immediate goal of getting 
all the equipment set up and func-
tional,” she said, “the objective is 
to reduce the intimidation factor for 
students so they build their comfort 
levels with robotics, programming, 
and fabrication.”

In the long term, she envisions a 
Hands-to-Work crew using the 3D 
printers to complete projects such 
as designing trail signs and other 
campus signage. She also would like 
to establish a volunteer chapter of the 
e-NABLE program, which fabricates 
3D-printed prosthetics for children.

“Joanna’s passion for engaging 
students in real problem-solving 
situations is evident in her work,” said 
Science Department Chair Ted Light-
burn, Ph.D. “From building computers 
to setting up and troubleshooting new 
3D printers, every time I have been 
in the KIC I have seen our students 
engaged in learning. What is most 
exciting to me is that our students 
now have an even greater opportuni-
ty to use their creativity and to hone 
their problem-solving skills on new, 
advanced platforms.”

On a personal level, her zest for 
math, science, and technology finds 
a parallel in her love for video games 
and all things Pokemon. In October 
2018, Sutton (who also serves as 
Director of Activities, planning and 
coordinating weekend activities for 
students) married Brian McCabe (a 
Darrow house parent and member 
of the Facilities staff) at a ceremony 
on the Mountainside. They currently 
reside in Meacham House with 
four-year-old Harper, 300 Pokemon 
plushes, two dogs, two bunnies, and 
a cat.

KIC Prefect Paul Acello ’19 with his grandfather, Donald Kurtz GP’19, benefactor of The Darrow School 
Kurtz Innovation Center

Thanks to a $126,000 donation to the 
Designing Darrow Campaign from Donald 
R. Kurtz GP’19, the 2018–19 school year 
kicked off with the opening of the KIC 
(Kurtz Innovation Center). The new fabri-
cation laboratory is located in the Science 
Building and includes dedicated space and 
equipment for students to design, experi-
ment, and build in robotics, Hands-to-Work, 
STEAM, and more. Science and math teach-
er Joanna Sutton (see story on page 12) 
serves as the center’s coordinator, helping 
students with design projects and teaching 
Robotics.

According to Lawrence Klein, Assistant 
Head of School for Institutional Advance-
ment and General Counsel, the donation al-
lowed for the creation of a maker space and 
fabrication lab within the Science Building. 

“This is the kind of space we envisioned 
when planning Designing Darrow: The 
Campus Campaign,” Klein said. “This gift 
alone won’t fund everything, but it was big 

New Innovation Center showcases technology

enough to kick off the programs and put 
the infrastructure changes in place.”

“It’s important to have creative spaces 
on a campus like Darrow’s,” Kurtz said. 
“It gives students a place to explore, 
and imagine, and innovate, and come up 
with ideas that may not have otherwise 
occurred to them. It gives them encour-
agement to be bold and to think in big 
terms about what they can do. I think this 
special space will encourage that, not 
just for those interested in the sciences 
but across the whole student body.”

“I am excited about how quickly the 
KIC prefects and other students have 
embraced the space. Their presence 
has added a new level of energy to the 
Science Building,” said Science De-
partment Chair Ted Lightburn. “Under 
Joanna’s leadership, I have seen, heard, 
and smelled science and engineering 
happening in this new space, and I am 
thrilled to see what the students create.”
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STUDENT 
PROFILE

Crystal Awobue ’19: The Fifth Awobue

Team Captain Crystal Awobue ’19 
listens intently to Coach Don Singleton’s 
instructions during a Girls Varsity Basketball 
game in January 2018.

Four-year senior Crystal Awobue ’19 
is the fifth of her family to attend The 
Darrow School. Twins Bentley ’12 and 
Beatrice ’12 were the first of the family 
from Plainfield, New Jersey, to enroll, 
followed by Stanley ’14, and Joy ’15. 
Crystal, however, has the distinction 
of being the only Awobue to attend 
all four years without a sibling also 
enrolled. 

She also had the unique advantage 
of watching her predecessors grow 
and change as Darrow students. So, 
when she came for her tour (given 
by Joy) prior to her freshman year, 
she was acutely aware that she 
might encounter some pressure and 
expectations based on her siblings’ 
performances and personalities. That 
recognition steeled her determination 
to forge her own path. From a vantage 
point afforded by seniority, she be-
lieves she has done that, and grown in 
ways she could not have elsewhere.

“I’m not the same Crystal I was as 
a freshman that I am as a senior,” she 
said. “Darrow has changed me in a 
good way. I never knew high school 
could do that to you.”

She achieved success by establish-
ing and building strong, familial rela-
tionships with friends, teammates, and 
coaches, particularly Athletics Director 
Don Singleton.

Older students like “big sib” Ro-
chelle Foster ’16 and “my big aunt” 
Brandy Ryles ’16, served as substitute 
older siblings for Crystal, and, she 
said, Coach Singleton made the 
Varsity Girls Basketball team feel like 
a family.

Crystal, who has played three 
sports each year (cross-country, 
basketball, and softball) and served as 
team captain, credits Singleton with 
making her basketball experience so 
comforting and rewarding.

“He reminds me so much of my 
dad. He knows me so well,” she said. 
“Basket ball messes with your emo-
tions, and I’m an expressive person 
when I’m playing. He knows what to 
say so I don’t get to that point where I 
might be ejected from the game.”

A former track athlete, she acquired 
patience through learning the art of 
distance running in cross-country.

“My first race was a hot mess,” she 
said. “I was used to sprinting but I 
learned my lesson from that race. 
Now, I save my sprinting and I use that 
in the last couple of yards.”

Crystal has excelled at academics 
as well as sports, earning honors and 
high honors every quarter, with a 
career goal of becoming a pharmacist 
or therapist. She’s also a Core Leader, 
Resident Assistant, Sports Prefect, 
and Student Center Prefect, and 
serves on the Disciplinary Committee. 

Describing her development as 
a leader, she says, “I hold myself 
accountable. If I feel like I’ve done 
something wrong, I’ll point it out and 
later apologize. I like to be able to 
hear everyone’s opinion before we 
settle on one thing.”

Coach Singleton concurs with 
Crystal’s self-assessment.

“She cares about what she’s doing, 
and she’s extremely gracious with her 
teammates,” he said of the 2018 winner 
of the Tahani Oliver ’00 Award, given 
for individual achievement and contri-
butions to team success. “She comes 
every day completely ready. She’s 
totally focused. Her growth as a leader 
in athletics is just a natural progres-
sion of gaining the authority you get 
when people see that you’re legit. She 
knows what she stands for, she knows 
who she is, and she knows what she’s 
not going to do or put up with. Having 
that sort of clarity of code allows her to 
function very well.”

As she enters her final year at 
Darrow, Crystal says, she is remem-
bering all the “lasts” of her time here 
and imagining a graduation ceremony 
that will be filled with proud members 
of her supportive family. “My parents 
want to bring all of Nigeria,” she said, 
referring to her parents’ homeland.

The moment will be bittersweet for 
Singleton, as well, given that he has 
been coaching and advising Awobues 
for half of his 20 years on the Moun-
tainside. The experience has given him 
a personal version of “Hoop Dreams.”

 “For the last 10 years, we’ve had 
someone named Awobue at this 
school, and I’ve been blessed to be 
involved with each one as a coach or 
advisor,” he said. “My Awobue dream 
is to have some sort of basketball 
game with Team Awobue, and I get to 
be the sixth Awobue!”
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Peeking into a Darrow Time Capsule

As it always has, Darrow 
strives to help students 

understand the risks and 
consequences of their 

choices, and to find balance

in that quest.   

FROM THE 
BOARD

Societies have always been 
fascinated by the concept of time 
capsules, in which artifacts of the 
present are sealed in a durable 
container to be opened by future 
generations, providing those 
explorers with a glimpse of what life 
was like generations before.

As you all are most likely aware, 
summer 2018 saw Darrow’s most 
ambitious construction project in 
many years, with the renovation and 
upgrading of our largest building, 
the Dairy Barn. Built quickly in 1963 
to replace a structure that had been 
destroyed by fire, the Dairy Barn has 
served as the center of communal 
activities for our campus for 55 years. 
Now, with funds raised for Designing 
Darrow: The Campus Campaign, the 
structure has received a long overdue 
improvement, with new energy- 
saving enhancements, warmer interior 
finishes, and an integrated outdoor 
gathering space.

Which brings us back to the topic of 
the time capsule. One of the first steps 
in the work involved removing the 
wooden siding from the exterior of the 
building. At the western entrance of 
the building, workers peeled away the 
worn, old siding and uncovered a trea-
sure trove of archaeological wonders.

Peg Board’s younger readers might 
be surprised to learn that smoking was 
once permitted at Darrow. In 1969, 
bowing to the realities of the time, 
then-Head of School John Joline insti-
tuted a smoking policy that allowed 
students—with written permission from 
their parents—to smoke in a desig-
nated area. The selected zone was at 
the west entrance to the Dairy Barn. 
Appar ently, a loose piece of siding 
provided access to a hidden cavity be-
hind the wall, which became a recep-
tacle for the items pictured above. 

Without applying rigorous analysis, it 
appears that Marlboros were the domi-
nant choice for smokers at the time.

Today’s students might scratch their 
heads at the notion of their predeces-
sors having permission to smoke, but 
here’s the trade off: although we might 
look at smoking as a personal “free-
dom,” Darrow students (then all boys) 
in 1969 were still required to wear a 
coat and tie to class, attend Chapel, 
and serve as waiters in the Dining Hall 
during mandatory meals.

Although smoking may have been 
permitted, alcohol consumption defi-
nitely wasn’t. The Budweiser, Miller 
High Life, and J&B Scotch artifacts in-
dicate that illicit liberties were taken—

most likely in the dark of night—and 
that the cavity was chosen because of 
its concealed location.

Times change, and each generation 
of students seeks opportunities to 
act like “adults” by partaking in some 
of the freedoms that adults enjoy as 
part of their daily lives. As it always 
has, Darrow strives to help students 
understand the risks and consequenc-
es of their choices, and to find balance 
in that quest. 

Examining the contents of this time 
capsule might lead one to the con-
clusion that students in the late ’60s 
and early ’70s were trying too hard 
to act like grownups. The truth only 
becomes apparent many years after 
we leave Darrow: we have the rest of 
our lives to be adults.

Bob Kee ’71, Chair
Board of Trustees

As work crews removed siding from the Dairy Barn this summer, they uncovered a hidden 
receptacle behind a wall that had been used by previous generations to conceal contraband.
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There are probably few people 
who would describe their idyllic 
summer vacation as supervising the 
renovation of a two-story, 55-year-
old, 20,000-square-foot build  ing 
that houses a school’s performing 

arts studio, classrooms, theater, kitchen, dining 
hall, student center, mail room, gymnasium, fitness 
center, and meeting spaces, as well as the creation 
of new greenspaces around the facility. And Darrow

T R A N S F O R M I N G  A  B E H E M O T H
John Gratiot ’68

oversees renovation 
and construction of 
Designing Darrow 

Dairy Barn and 
Campus Core projects
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Trustee Emeritus John Gratiot ’68 is one of 
them.

But throughout the summer of 2018, 
Gratiot became a Mountainside fixture as 
he worked relentlessly to ensure that the 
innumerable tasks being performed by six 
different contractors were completed on 
schedule and up to code. Although he knew 
what a substantial undertaking it would be 
(he supervised the summer 2015 kitchen 
renovation and the creation of the Perform-
ing Arts Center) he says he didn’t expect the 
latest work would be a seven-days-a-week 
job that would consume the entirety of his 
summer. 

“Take a look at this,” he said, pulling 
his phone out of his pocket and opening 
a pedometer app. “I’m doing more than 
10,000 steps a day, walking back and forth 
between one site and another. I wouldn’t 
have gotten this much exercise playing golf 
all summer, that’s for sure. But I love it and 
I’m really happy to have been involved. It’s 
been great fun.”

Gratiot’s connection to Darrow’s infrastruc-
ture is virtually in his DNA and dates back to 
his earliest relationship with the School. 

When he came to Darrow as a freshman 
in 1964, the Dairy Barn was also new, having 
been constructed in 1963 to replace a build-
ing that had been destroyed by fire. Then, 
as now, Gratiot said, the massive building 
served multiple functions and included the 
gym, a wrestling pit, a full locker room, a 
theater, a dining room, and living quarters for 
the kitchen staff, among other purposes.

As a Darrow student, Gratiot’s affinity for 
science and math likely came from his father, 
a con sulting engineer specializing in HVAC, 
plumbing, and fire design who performed 
mechanical and electrical work on Meacham 
House. His father also designed the mechan-
ical, electrical, and plumbing specifications 
for the Science Building—constructed during 
Gratiot’s senior year—and later consulted 
on the design of the Samson Environmental 
Center (SEC) in 1997–98.

After graduation in 1968, Gratiot assisted 
his father’s business, performing drafting and 
calculations, then attended the University of 
Vermont, earning a B.A. in mechanical engi-
neering. His first professional job was as an 
HVAC engineer at Coors Brewery, in Golden, 
Colorado. He also worked for many years at 
Dartmouth College, starting as a mechanical 

engineer and eventually becoming Associ-
ate Vice President of Facilities. Dartmouth’s 
aging and historic campus provided ideal 
preparation for the problem-solving skills he 
would bring to Darrow. 

Visiting the Mountainside for his 20th 
Reunion in 1988—his first return since grad-
ation—he was devastated by the condition of 
the campus. “This place was a wreck. I drove 
away with tears in my eyes,” he said. 

He joined the Board of Trustees soon 
after, and remained a member for 24 years, 
overseeing numerous efforts and campaigns 
to restore the campus. The first of these was 
the creation of the SEC, a major fundraising 
and construction effort undertaken to rescue 
Darrow’s debilitated septic system.

“How do you raise money for failed septic 
and leach fields? You raise money for the 
environment,” he said, noting that the SEC’s 
planning included the addition of an innova-
tive, natural septic system known as The Liv-
ing Machine®. “One of the great things about 
Darrow has been its ability to solve problems 
through creatively designed programs that 
you can fundraise for,” he said. “This was 
the mission—how do we tackle a seemingly 
insurmountable backlog of maintenance 
challenges in a logical way, one that moves 
us forward instead of backward?”

In 2010, Gratiot took on the chairmanship 
of the growing.greener campaign committee, 
directing an initiative aimed at improving 
Darrow’s human, economic, and environmen-

Above: An elevated 
view of the Dairy Barn 
and Campus Commons, 
with siding, roofing, 
landscaping, pathways, 
gardens, and seating 
completed. 

Left: John Gratiot ’68 
seated on one of the 
bench walls near the 
fire pit, which was made 
possible (along with 
new glass doorways 
for the Dining Room 
and Meeting Room) by 
a Reunion Weekend 
donation from the Class 
of  1968.
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tal sustainability. The successful campaign 
addressed energy conservation measures, 
storm-water management, insulation, heating 
improvements, and more.

The trust and networks of support created 
through growing.greener and The Changing 
Lives Campaign (which funded construction 
of the Joline Arts Center in 2001–02), Gratiot 
said, made the Designing Darrow campaign 
possible. In 2017 the campaign was publicly 
launched, having already raised funds for the 
2015 creation of the Performing Arts Center 
and renovation of the kitchen.

Following design specifications created 
by Mike Hardiman ’75—of Hardigon Archi-
tecture+Design—and landscape architects 
Wagner Hodgson, work on the landscaping 
portion of the project began with tree re-
moval in March. Initial construction followed 
later in the spring with the removal of siding 
and work on the roof. Once the school year 
concluded, BBL Construction of Albany, New 
York, began full construction work through-
out the building.

Among the many changes: the Dairy Barn’s 
east and west entrances were completely 
reconstructed, including the addition of a 
peaked roof at the east entrance; new first-
floor entrances were added to both the east 
and west sides of the building; drainage was 
installed around the perimeter of the building; 
wood recovered and milled from the tree 

removal was used in the reconstruction of the 
entranceways; energy-efficient insulation was 
added before installing the new siding; the 
lobby area was entirely renovated with new 
flooring, ceiling, mailboxes, and decorative 
cultured stone; and a roundel bearing the 
School emblem was embedded in the floor.

Simultaneously, landscape design began 
on the exterior of the building, including 
pedestrian pathways, rain gardens, new trees 
and shrubbery, and outdoor lighting.

“John’s expertise in the completion of 
Phase I of the project was immeasurable,” 
said Jim Bennett, Director of Facilities. 
“Those projects would not have come 
together with the same level of success with-
out him. The subcontractors and contractors 
out in the field also appreciated his thought-
fulness and expertise. That’s extremely im-
portant in completing a design/build project 

on a tight deadline. His depth of experience 
and commitment were invaluable.”

“I don’t think it would be overstatement 
to say that John’s work this summer was 
prodigious,” said Head of School Simon 
Holzapfel. “Over the course of a few months, 
those of us who were on campus witnessed 
a deteriorating, dilapidated structure trans-
formed into a vibrant, attractive, and far more 
effective facility than we could have imag-
ined. This work will directly and positively 
impact Darrow’s ability to attract and retain 
new students in the coming years.”

“It took a while to right the ship from that 
day when I first decided to join the board,” 
Gratiot said. “But Darrow has shown that we 
are a very viable place, a place to be excited 
about.”

He was especially gratified to share with 
his classmates at their 50th Reunion in June 
how substantial the transformational effect 
of Designing Darrow has been. The Class of 
1968’s donation made possible the Cam-
pus Commons fire pit and the new glass 
doorways for the Dining Room and Faculty 
Meeting Room.

Asked why he opted for construction instead 
of golfing, he said, “I do it because I love the 
place. I do it because I don’t have kids, and I 
want other kids to have the same opportunity 
I had, and to benefit in the same way that I did 
from my experience at Darrow.”

J O H N  G R AT I O T  ’ 6 8 :  T R A N S F O R M I N G  A  B E H E M O T H

I do it because I love the place. 
I do it because I don’t have 

kids, and I want other kids to 
have the same opportunity 
I had, and to benefit in the 

same way that I did from my 
experience at Darrow.
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Students (from left: Abena Wooten ’22, Taylor Caraballo ’22, Jade Cabrera-Santos ’22, Paul Acello 
’19, Aloka Gale ’21, Kylah Allen ’21, Sara Chen ’20, Akosa Abrokwa ’22, Ma’Kea Regis ’22, and Sydney 
Layne ’22) show off the new roundel bearing The Darrow School emblem in the lobby of the Dairy 
Barn. Photo by Gregory Cherin

The newly remodeled Kamenstein Student Center, including the new glass doorways to the Dining 
Room Photos (above and opposite page) by Paul Gundlach ’71

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

The Designing Darrow campaign has reached 
87 percent of its goal, and the next phases are now in 
planning. Please visit our website to learn more about 

the project and how you can contribute.
www.darrowschool.org/DDC
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Summer
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In September 2017, Sarah Frederick’s phone rang. As 
part of her duties as Associate Director of Advancement and 
Alumni Relations, she has been directing The Darrow School’s 
events and space rentals program for more than five years. So, 
when the caller expressed interest in learning more about the 
School’s facilities for their 2018 summer camp program, she 
didn’t get immediately excited.

“I have fielded these calls before,” she said. “It always sounds 
great in theory. We have a perfect venue: a picturesque campus, 
lots of spaces to host indoor and outdoor activities, and plenty 
of housing, but, for one reason or another, very few camp inqui-
ries come to fruition.”

This call, however, was different. On the other end of the 
line was Natalie Akers, Operations Manager for Gakko Camps 
(see page 22), an international company with summer camps 
for teens around the world. Akers is a Berkshires native who 
is familiar with Darrow’s campus and, as a youth, attended the 
Flying Deer Nature Center summer camp a short distance from 
the Mountainside. Gakko was interested in hosting not one but 
two separate camp programs that would bring 110 students to 
Darrow for 75 days of the summer.

Then Head of School Simon Holzapfel approached Sarah with 
an idea from alumna and Darrow Trustee Pei Jing ’11, who is the 
director of Darrow’s partner school in Beijing, the JPED Academy 
(see page 23). Pei was interested in a summer session that would 
bring 20 JPED students to campus for a three-week, active-curric-
ulum immersion program. The Gakko and JPED camps would com-
plement an August visit by perennial Darrow campers, the Henry 

All of the pieces were coming 

together for a historically robust 

summer on the Mountainside.
—Sarah Frederick, 

Associate Director of Advancement 
and Alumni Relations

and Cook Soccer Camp, who have spent seven summers here. 
Additionally, Darrow’s primary space rental client, the Tannery 
Pond Concert Series, had planned another full slate of summer 
concerts.

“All of the pieces were coming together for a historically 
robust summer on the Mountainside,” Frederick said. “And then 
we learned that much of the Dairy Barn and the surrounding 
grounds would be under construction and off-limits. That made 
for some challenging scheduling and programming.”

Despite the formidable obstacles, Frederick said, the School 
was able to provide all the facilities and services the camps re-
quired, resulting in an exceptional experience for all involved.

“We’ve had interest in returning next summer from all the 
camps,”  Frederick said. “So, I think we’re looking at another 
great year in 2019.”

Opposite page: A Gakko camper enjoys the high grass in the agricultural fields 
at Darrow. Above: Campers gather around a bonfire for late night summer fun.
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Gakko—meaning “school” in Japanese—was 
founded as an innovative, inclusive, international summer 
camp in 2011 by entrepreneur Kenta Koga. Since 2012, Gakko 
has hosted 15 camps in locations around the world for high 
school students from more than 65 nations. The camps are 
based on the Japanese concept of “sempai” (teachers), a 
relationship that is at the core of every Gakko camp.

“Each camp is a new experiment that transforms the way 
we learn, live, and love in community with one another,” said 
Natalie Akers, Operations Manager. “Through rigorous work-
shops, hands-on projects, and collaboration among a diverse 
community of friends and mentors, we create ‘kikkake,’ which 
is the spark for new perspectives, connections, and ideas at 
the intersection of learning and personal development.”

The Darrow School’s Mountainside campus was particu-
larly attractive to Gakko, she said, because of its stunning 
natural beauty and historic background. 

“We have never had a Gakko camp with such a wealth of 
outdoor opportunities, and the opportunities to incorporate 
American history through Shaker tradition and myth,” Akers 
said. “Each day began with Hands-to-Work, inspired by Dar-
row’s tradition. Campers tended to chickens, weeded, and 
harvested as a morning routine. We were also inspired to 
utilize the incredible historic Tannery in a nightly story-telling 
tradition in which each kohai (camper) shared a story from 
their life.”

The 2018 session at Darrow included immersive and  
inter disciplinary workshops designed by the sempai as 
investigations rather than classes. Topics included podcast 
projects by a resident poet, a film shoot on the grounds, 
sports activities, discussions of gender and ethics, a utopian 
peace conference, and instruction in animal husbandry. 

“People from around the world became my family,” said 
Monalissa, a Gakko kohai from Hudson, New York. “I made 
friends from Morocco, Germany, Georgia, the Czech Repub-
lic, Indonesia, Japan, Brazil, Afghanistan, Turkey, Persia, and 
Poland, and from U.S. states such as California, New Jersey, 
Connecticut, Maine, Michigan, and New York. There is no other 
time or place that I would meet such an incredible and diverse 
group of friends.”

“One moment from camp that I will always remember is the 
family time we had at the end of the day, where each one of 
us had the freedom and ability to talk about ourselves and our 
impressions,” said Aya, a kohai from Morocco. “For me, it just 
felt like one of the purest moments in Gakko.“
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Pei Jing ’11 recalls a phenomenon that occurs with 
many Darrow students.

“When you’re there as a student, you can’t wait to leave,” 
said The Darrow School Trustee. “Then, after you leave, you 
can’t wait to come back.”

As a student, Pei knew she would return to the Mountain-
side again someday, but she never imagined it would be 
as the founder and principal of JPED Academy in Beijing, 
Darrow’s international partner school. Nor did she imagine 
that she would be leading a group of ninth-grade students 
to her former high school.

JPED Academy opened in 2017, introducing its students to 
an active-curriculum learning ideology similar to Darrow’s, 
and emphasizing skills acquired through innovation, 
collaboration, leadership, and communication. As she 
worked to launch the school, she told its teachers and 
students all about her experience at Darrow.

“I thought, since we’re modeling the curriculum and cul-
ture happening at Darrow, wouldn’t it be worthwhile to take 
students as they enter 10th grade to show them the place 
they’ve heard so much about? They’ve been very curious 
about it.” A summer experience at Darrow would be an ideal 
way to do that, she thought, while also providing students 
accustomed to big-city life in Beijing an opportunity to 
spend several weeks in the countryside of New Lebanon. 
Many of her students, she said, have never been to the 
United States.

“When we arrived at Darrow, some of our students were 
staying on the third floor of Meacham,” she said, “the same 
floor I lived on for three years.”

One of those students, Delancy, was eager to experience 
her principal’s former school. “When she shared her Darrow 
experiences with JPED students,” she said, “I wanted to come 
to Darrow to study and have the experience, too. We all heard 
about Darrow’s hands-on work, and the teachers were always 
very kind to the students. I thought it would be wonderful to 
be able to study here for three weeks.”

Students spent their summer experience combining class-
room learning with old-fashioned camp fun. They studied 
theater with Performing Arts Chair Jennifer Pytleski; visual 
arts with Arts Department Chair Liz Fougère and teachers 
Dennis Fougère and Chloe Kalna; and science with biology 
teacher Lily Corral and physics teacher Joanna Sutton.

“With well-informed faculty who are experts in their  
academic fields, we’re able to create a learning experience 
for students that helps foster their knowledge of Darrow 
School’s strength, which they can take back to JPED  
Academy,” said Darrow’s Director of Experiential Learning, 
Catherine Stines, who, with other Darrow faculty, traveled 
to Beijing last year to assist with JPED’s curriculum. “JPED’s 
students were thrilled to arrive on the Mountainside for a 
three-week adventure in a more nature-focused environ-
ment. They were so eager to learn and excited to engage  
in and around the Berkshires,” Stines said.

In addition to classroom activities, students also enjoyed 
baseball games, trips to Six Flags Amusement Park, mall 
outlet trips, beach time at Quechee Lake, and on-campus 
activities like Frisbee, dodge ball, and karaoke competitions.

Now that she’s experienced Darrow firsthand, Delancy 
said, like her principal, she can’t wait to come back.
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BACCALAUREATE

June 1, 
2018

The Award Goes to...
Above, left: Speakers and presenters for the 2018 Baccalaureate Ceremony included (from left) Senior Master and Director of 
Athletics Don Singleton (Student Awards and Recognitions Presenter), Senior Class Co-President Eliza Hughes ’18, Senior Class 
Co-President Michelena Mastrianni ’18, Co-Salutatorian Will Peltz Smalley ’18, Faculty Orator Joanna Sutton, Student Orator 
Rachel Yang ’18, and Head of School Simon Holzapfel.

Above, right: Student Orator Rachel Yang ’18

Left, top: Taylor Carter ’19 (right) accepted the Faculty Award from his advisor, Catherine Stines, history teacher and Director of 
Experiential Learning.

Left, center: Rianna Young ’20 (right) accepted congratulations from her advisor Liz Fougère for receiving two awards, the Tenth 
Grade Award and the World Languages Award, which she shared with Neshima Vitale-Penniman ’21 (not pictured).

Left, bottom: Math teacher Joe Paradis congratulated his advisee Michael Eurquhart ’19 on being named the winner of the 
McIlvain Memorial Award.

Below, left: Louis Roberts ’18 (right) was named the winner of the George Love Hands-to-Work Award, presented by Science 
Department Chair and Director of Hands-to-Work Dr. Ted Lightburn.

Below, right: Math Department Chair Adrienne Lazes (left) presents the Math Award to Cassidy Roberts ’18, who shared the award 
with Rachel Yang ’18 (pictured above).
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2018 Awards and Honors
Department Awards

Visual Arts ................................................................................................................Samuel LaPell ’18
Performing Arts .....................................................................................................Maxwell Sidell ’18
John A. and Dorothy Van Vorst Music Award .............................William Peltz Smalley ’18
English ........................................................................................................................ Mira Sneirson ’18
History .....................................................................................................................Peter Cholnoky ’18
English for Speakers of Other Languages .....................................................Sarah Chen ’20
World Languages ........................................................................... Neshima Vitale-Penniman ’21

and Rianna Young ’20 
Mathematics .......................................................................................................Cassidy Roberts ’18

and Rachel Yang ’18 
Science ............................................................................................................................Herman Tu ’19
Class of 1965 Athletic Award ...........................................................................Jayme Andres ’18 
Class of 1965 Athletic Award ............................................................................Samuel LaPell ’18
George Love Hands-to-Work Award .............................................................. Louis Roberts ’18

Class Awards
Ninth Grade ...................................................................................... Neshima Vitale-Penniman ’21
Tenth Grade ............................................................................................................Rianna Young ’20
Eleventh Grade .............................................................................................................Herman Tu ’19 

Featured Awards
Faculty Award ...........................................................................................................Taylor Carter ’19
McIlvain Memorial Award .......................................................................... Michael Eurquhart ’19
St. Joseph Legacy Scholarship ...................................Jacob Felix ’18, Royanne Jordao ’18,

Robert Paterson ’18, Marianne Pettograsso ’18,
and William Sohl ’18

Commencement Awards
Twelfth Grade Class Award ............................................................................... Mira Sneirson ’18
Charles “Pete” Conrad ’49 Community Award.......................................... Louis Roberts ’18
Charles W. Hempstead Memorial Award ...................................................Miriam Fenster ’18 
Head of School Award ........................................................................................Solana Russell ’18
Hans Solmssen ’55 Faculty Award .......................................................................Joshua Brown 
John F. Joline III Faculty Award ............................................................................ Joanna Sutton
Hoopes Family Faculty Award .......................................................................... Jennifer Pytleski

Photos by Steve Ricci

Director of Athletics Don Singleton presented the 
Class of 1965 Award to Jayme Andres ’18. The 
award is given each year to the senior who best 
represents Darrow in sports through team play, 
sportsmanship, and athletic achievement. Jayme 
completed 11 varsity seasons in three different sports 
(cross-country, basketball, and softball) during her 
four-year athletic career at Darrow.

Below: At the start of the 2017–18 school year, six 
students (five of them seniors) from St. Joseph’s 
High School in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, enrolled at 
Darrow after their school abruptly closed its doors. 
At the Baccalaureate ceremony, the seniors were 
presented with the St. Joseph Legacy Scholarship, 
a college fund that had been provided by St. Joe’s 
for its graduates. Pictured from left: Don Singleton, 
Robert Paterson ’18, Jacob Felix ’18, Royanne 
Jordao ’18, William Sohl ’18, Marianne Pettograsso 
’18, and Dean of Students Kate Johansen.

Coach Singleton also presented the Class of 
1965 Award to Sam LaPell ’18, citing Sam’s 
quiet leadership, persistence, and dedication to 
improvement in soccer and lacrosse, while also 
helping his teammates elevate their performance. 
Sam was also the winner of the Visual Arts Award.



PEG BOARD SUMMER/FALL 201826

COMMENCEMENT

June 2, 
2018

he Class of 2018 was the largest graduating 
class at Darrow in three decades. But the 
class will be most remembered on the 

Mountainside, not just for its numbers, but also 
for the size of its heart, its accomplishments, its 
leadership, and its incredible potential.

On Saturday, June 2, 2018, friends and family of 
this newest group of Darrow alumni packed the 
Tannery to watch graduates receive their well-earned 
diplomas and exchange fond remembrances and 
words of advice for the future. Speakers included 
Valedictorian Mira Sneirson ’18, Student Body Co-
Presidents Jayme Andres ’18 and Samuel LaPell 
’18 (Co-Salutatorian), Senior Orator Louis Roberts 
’18, and history teacher and Director of Experiential 
Learning Catherine Stines. Stines delivered the 
Commencement Address and spoke about the 
phenomenon of community, and the experiences that 
connect each member of the Class of 2018.

Following the ceremony, the graduates lined up 
to walk the receiving line and bid farewell to the 
teachers, coaches, advisors, mentors, houseparents, 
and staff members who guided and inspired them 
throughout their years at Darrow.

T

Several members of the Class of 2018 expressed their creativity on their mortarboards.

A Big Day for 

a Big Class

Above: From left: Louis Roberts ’18, Max Sidell ’18, 
Maddie Nicholson ’18, Will Peltz Smalley ’18,  Sam 
LaPell ’18, Dr. Ted Lightburn, Mira Sneirson ’18, math 
teacher Joel Priest P’21, and Christine Lutz ’18

See more photos from 
Commencement 2018 at

www.flickr.com/darrowschool/albums.

Photos by Art Evans and Steve Ricci
Max Sidell ’18 and Eliza Hughes ’18 with a copy of Dr. Seuss’s Oh, The Places You’ll Go
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From left, front row: Braden Reese Arnold, Markus 
“Wolf” Wolfson, Michelena Mastrianni, Jayme 
Andres, Royanne Jordao, Ruixue “Rachel” Yang, 
Anhui “Olivia” Yu, Xiaohuan “Oliver” Zhang, 
and Miriam Fenster; second row: Helen Clarida, 
Jacob Felix, Samuel LaPell, Solana Russell, 
Guangxuan “Leo” Liu, Lukeus Gore, Cassidy 
Roberts, and Nicolas Adams; third row: Robert 
Paterson, Dylan Winne, Jade Ling Garstang, Mark 
Mongilio, Christine Lutz, Mira Sneirson, Henry 
Cowherd, Wylie Sansbury, and Marco Amantini; 
fourth row: William Sohl, Peter Cholnoky, Felix 
Sanchez, and Yusen “Vincent” Liang; back row: 
Zheng “Angel” Ren, Fei Wang, William Peltz 
Smalley, Louis Roberts, Maddie Nicholson, Max 
Sidell, Eliza Hughes, Ewen McManus, Marianne 
Pettograsso, and Pengkai “Taylor” Xu.

Congratulations 

Class of 2018

Valedictorian and 12th Grade Class Award 
winner Mira Sneirson ’18

Senior Orator and Charles “Pete” Conrad Jr. ’49 
Award winner Louis Roberts ’18

Student Body Co-Presidents Jayme Andres ’18 and Sam LaPell ’18

Commencement speaker Catherine Stines with Royanne 
Jordao ’18 and Michelena Mastrianni ’18

Head of School Simon Holzapfel presented the Charles W. 
Hempstead Memorial Award to Miriam Fenster ’18.
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COMMENCEMENT

June 2, 
2018

Above: Faculty award winners (from left) science teacher 
Joanna Sutton (John F. Joline, III Faculty Award), Director 
of Performing Arts Jennifer Pytleski (Hoopes Family Faculty 
Award), and Spanish teacher Josh Brown (Hans Solmssen ’55 
Faculty Award)

Right (top): Four-year seniors (students who have attended 
Darrow since their freshman year) included (from left): Cassidy 
Roberts, Louis Roberts, Solana Russell, Michelena Mastrianni, 
Jayme Andres, Wylie Sansbury, Peter Cholnoky, Sam LaPell, 
Christine Lutz, Dylan Winne, Will Peltz Smalley, Fei Wang, 
Olivia Yu, and Rachel Yang (not pictured).

Right (bottom): Math teacher Joel Priest P’21 congratulated 
Maddie Nicholson ’18 after Commencement.

Left: Librarian 
Mary Jo Daly 
hugged Christine 
Lutz ’18 as the 
graduates walked 
the receiving line to 
bid farewell to the 
faculty following the 
ceremony.
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COMMENCEMENT

June 2, 
2018

Chris Sansbury P’18 and Wylie 
Sansbury ’18

Xiao Bo Yu P’18 and Olivia Yu ’18

Lara Sohl P’18 (left), a former Darrow 
faculty member, with her son, Will 
Sohl ’18, and a guest

Above: Jayme Andres ’18 received congratulatory balloons and flowers from her family.

Below: Solana Russell ’18 and her grandmother, Eslyn Russell GP’18
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REUNION 2018
JUNE 8–10

RETURN TO THE MOUNTAINSIDE
Reunion Weekend 2018 visitors were welcomed back to 

campus in June by some major changes. With Phase I of the 
Designing Darrow Campus Campaign just underway, many areas 
of the Dairy Barn and the grounds were works in progress. But 
fences, construction dust, and plywood did not put a damper 
on the festivities, as participants enjoyed receptions, dinners, 
Hands-to-Work, classroom demonstrations, the Annual Alumni 
Meeting, ATV rides, a picnic, movie screenings, bonfires, a 
memorial service, and more.

Above: The All-Reunion Photo on the steps of the Heyniger Memorial Library
Right: Kari Wishingrad ’78
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Right: Susan Niederhoffer ’73, Mami Imanishi Cole, and David 
Cole ’78 enjoyed perusing old yearbooks in the Wickersham 
Common Room.

Middle row (left): Emily Miller Eastman, Alfredo Del Valle ’83, 
and Gethen Arcuri-Owen ’81, got caught up at the Faculty 
and Alumni Happy Hour in the Kamenstein Student Center.

Middle row (right): David Wood ’42 and Harry Bird ’58 
reminisced about their Darrow days at the Golden Years 
Reception in Whittaker House.

Bottom row (left): Hands-to-Work volunteers got busy on 
Saturday morning helping to set up the new high tunnel, a 
movable greenhouse that will allow for outdoor growing in 
the off season.

Bottom row (right): Trustee Paul Gundlach ’71 and former 
Head of School Nancy Wolf

Photos by Art Evans and Steve Ricci
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Reunion Weekend 2019: June 7– 9SAVE THE DATE

REUNION

 June 8–10, 
2018

Above: Joseph Razzano ’88 
delivered a strike during softball 
action following Saturday’s Reunion 
Picnic (below, right).

Right: Science and math teacher 
Joanna Sutton gave a demonstration 
on robotics in the Kurtz Innovation 
Center (KIC) on Saturday.

Above: At Friday’s dinner, the community took time to 
thank Assistant Head of School for Advancement and 
External Relations Craig Westcott P’22 (seated) for almost 
two decades of dedicated service to Darrow. Craig 
received a Darrow chair in recognition of his distinguished 
tenure, as alumni, coworkers, family members, and 
friends—including Head of School Simon Holzapfel 
(left), former Head of School Nancy Wolf (center), and 
Board Chair Bob Kee ’71 (right)—delivered heartfelt 
tributes to Craig’s commitment and devotion to Darrow. 
Craig departed the Mountainside at the close of the 
2017–18 school year to accept a position as Director of 
Philanthropy at the Columbia Land Conservancy.

See more photos from Reunion Weekend 2018 at 
www.flickr.com/darrowschool/albums.
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Class Acts

James Kronick ’58, David Wood ’42, Lansing C. 
Hoskins ’46, and Harry Bird ’58

’ 40s  –’ 50s

50th Reunion Class of ’ 68 

’ 70s 

’ 80s Former Faculty

’ 60s 

Front: Terry Duvall ’62, Tom Bird (’62, ’63), Rear: Chuck 
Currie ’61, Phil Miller ’63, Ned Groth ’62

Front: George Norton ’67, Brad Gardner, Spencer Fink, Sydney Schneidman, Bill Tyler, Rich Oliver; 
Rear: Jack Sturgis, Steven Golding, Michael Graupner, Bob Porche, John Gratiot

Front: Susan Niederhoffer ’73, David Cole ’78, Mami Imanishi Cole, Mike Hardiman ’75, Kimberly 
Christian ’78, David Ottaviano ’78, Kari Wishingrad ’78, Jack Driscoll ’78, Liz Mulroy ’78; Rear: 
Trustee Peter Rosemond ’70, Richard Lloyd ’73, Trustee Peter Wadsworth ’72, Trustee Mark 
Russell ’73, Trustee Chair Bob Kee ’71, Trustee Paul Gundlach ’71, Dan de Menocal ’71, Tom Trotter 
’78, Dan Gibbons ’78, Tim Moore ’78, Greg Perkins ’78, Doug Milne ’77

From left: Justin Moss ’88, Joseph Razzano ’88, Irene Hanna (former faculty), Keith Havemeyer 
’88, David Simmons ’88, Trustee Christian Masters ’82, Trustee Tom Hallowell ’82, Gethen Arcuri-
Owen ’81, William Krause ’83, Alfredo Del Valle ’83

Former Head of School Nancy Wolf, Trustee Bart Riley, 
and Irene Hanna

Jonathan Fass ’99 and Danny Fattori ’98

’ 90s 
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Alumni Notes includes news received prior to October 1, 2018. To have your update included in the next issue, please send 
news and photos to Steve Ricci, Editor, 110 Darrow Road, New Lebanon, NY, 12125, or email riccis@darrowschool.org by 
February 1, 2019. In the interest of space, only class years for which we have news are listed.

48
During their trip to the West Coast this 
past May, Assistant Head of School for 
Institutional Advancement and General 
Counsel Lawrence Klein (below, center) 
and Head of School Simon Holzapfel (right) 
veered north for a visit with John G.R. 
Wolf (left) in Anchorage, Alaska. John was 
featured in a Summer/Fall 2017 Peg Board 
article after returning a book about the 
Shakers that he had borrowed from The 
Darrow School Library in 1944. 60

Mike Terry checked in to let us know he 
and his wife, Mar, recently moved from 
Needham, MA, to Prescott, AZ, where 
they have a beautiful house overlooking 
a golf course (above). He reports that the 
weather every day is like the best New 
England days, and that it is “like going 
to heaven without having to die!” He is 
looking forward to his 60th Reunion in 
2020.

50
In summer 2018, Lawrence Klein made his 
way to Syracuse, NY, to visit with Bill Le 
Mon (below). Bill continues to run his own 
advertising and marketing firm. Although he 
will always be a Darrow Duck at heart, he is 
an avid Syracuse fan and proudly sports the 
orange. 

62
Bob Lang ’62, GP’14 (above, center) 
stopped by Darrow in June. While he was 
visiting with Lawrence Klein (left), and 
Trustee Emeritus John Gratiot ’68 (right), 
he was presented with a set of Mignon 
Faget glassware in recognition of his 
membership in the Planned Giving Legacy 
Society. You can learn more about the 
Legacy Society at https://darrowschool.
giftplans.org.

64
Former Trustee Bill Franks (below, left) met 
current trustee Christian Masters ’82 (right), 
along with Simon Holzapfel and Lawrence 
Klein, for breakfast in Hershey, PA. Bill was 
excited to hear about all of the campus 
improvements and is looking forward to 
seeing them firsthand when he returns for 
his 55th Reunion in June 2019. 

Lawrence Klein had a chance to catch up 
with Bob Ridler (above) at Barnes and 
Noble in Syracuse, NY. Bob is looking 
forward to his 55th Reunion in June 2019.

Nick Heyniger
nickh@kahres.org

Jim Brooks
jgbrooksjr@gmail.com

Alan Mayers
alan@mayersweb.com

Ned Groth
nedgroth@cs.com

Sky Bridgman
r.sky.bridgman@snet.net
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73
Lori Friedland Guttman (below, center) 
caught up with Simon Holzapfel (left) and 
Lawrence Klein (right) over coffee when 
they visited Pittsburgh, PA, in July 2018.

78
Greg Perkins and his wife (pictured below), 
recently met Lawrence Klein for coffee at a 
fun music venue in Rochester, NY. Greg just 
celebrated his 40th Reunion in June and had 
a great time. 

80
We recently reconnected with Tanya 
Anton (below, center) at a gathering with 
Jennifer Law Stump ’85 (left) and Maggie 
Biggar (right) at Firefly in Studio City, CA. 
Although Tanya only attended Darrow for 
her freshman year, she has fond memories 
of her time on the Mountainside. It was great 
to catch up with her and hear about her 
consulting business, GoMamaGuide.com, 
which provides public school demystification 
and guidance in the LA area. 

89
During his trip to the West Coast, Lawrence 
Klein (right) caught up with Patrick Murray 
(center) at his office at NPR West, where 
they posed for this picture with NPR 
newscaster Dwane Brown (left). Patrick has 
been with NPR for 20 years. 

74
On May 24, photojournalist and artist Jane 
Feldman (below, right) toured Spring Term 
sophomores (from left: Eve ’20, Brennan 
’20, Kweku ’20, Lauris ’20, Sara ’20, and 
Tench ’20) through the former home of 
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, now the 
Roosevelt House Public Policy Institute at 
Hunter College in New York City. Jane’s 
work is part of an internationally touring 
exhibition (which debuted at the Roosevelt 
House) by the Norman Rockwell Museum. 
Titled “Reimagining the Four Freedoms,” 
the exhibition features contemporary art 
reimagining FDR’s Four Freedoms famously 
depicted by Rockwell.

The group is assembled beneath Jane’s 
photograph (left), “Freedom of Religion  
Re-imagined,” among 39 works selected for 
the exhibit out of thousands of entries. Jane 
also spoke at the debut and addressed the 
historical and contemporary significance 
of the Four Freedoms. The students 
responded thoughtfully to Jane’s invitation 
for all to speak personally on what the Four 
Freedoms mean to them, and which works 
of art spoke to them strongly and why. She 
expanded the scope of the discussion to 
include civil rights activists, world-renowned 
peace advocates, and descendants of 
Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings, all of 
whom she has photographed. 

David Halperin
drhalperin@gmail.com

Kari Wishingrad 
kwish@vom.com

Patrick Murray
pmurray@npr.org

Kate Schnackel Decker 
kate@capecodera.com

Want to be a Class Agent? 
Email fredericks@darrow-
school.org 
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02
Darrow Trustee Jennifer Rodriguez shared 
that she is now a full-time faculty member 
and Assistant Internship Coordinator for 
the Psychology Department at Keiser 
University, Tampa.

Sang-Joon Cha (below, left) stopped by the 
Mountainside for a surprise visit in July and 
met with Simon Holzapfel.

08
Peter Carlisle (left) recently left Springside 
Chestnut Hill Academy in Philadelphia, 
PA, where he was working as an assistant 
squash coach, head tennis coach, and 
admissions intern since November 2016. 
He traveled to Shanghai in May 2018 
to start work at Shanghai Qibao Dwight 
High School as a college counselor, 
admissions officer, and coach. The school 
is a collaboration between the Chinese 
government and the Dwight School in New 
York City. Peter is ecstatic to make the 
move and hopes to start a squash program 
at his new school this year. 

04
Lauren Seif a member of the Designing 
Darrow Campaign Committee, visited 
Darrow for the 20th anniversary celebration 
of Maple Fest in March. She continues to 
thrive in the greater Philadelphia area and 
is grateful to be connected with Darrow 
and making an impact on the development 
of the School.

Noelle Moore
noellehughes@gmail.com

Emily Cooper
emilycooperb@gmail.com

Beth Broido
ktbroido@gmail.com 06

Rachel Keyes Posson’s mother let us know 
that Rachel is an RN working in Utica, NY. 
She has two adorable children, Henry and 
Jayne.

Jonathan Bookbinder
jbook06@gmail.com

RETURN TO THE
MOUNTAINSIDE

REUNION 2019      THE DARROW SCHOOL • JUNE 7–9 SEARCH FOR  
DARROW  REUNION 2019
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09
Joshua Talesnick (left) was recognized as 
Manager of the Quarter at the Grand Hyatt 
Baha Mar in Nassau, Bahamas, where he 
has been working since 2017. He was also 
recently promoted to Front Office Manager. 
Prior to moving to the Bahamas he worked 
as the Assistant Operations Manager for 
Hyatt Centric in Times Square. 

10
Congratulations to Shawn Leary (right) and 
Taylor on their recent engagement. Special 
thanks to Cole Moriarty for capturing this 
special moment.

12

We were thrilled to hear that Kekoa Lopez 
accepted a graduate school offer from 
UC Berkeley School of Public Health for 
an MPH in Health and Social Behavior. To 
double the honor Kekoa received a full 
scholarship through the Kaiser Permanente 
Public Health Scholars Program. 

Want to be a Class Agent? Email 
fredericks@darrowschool.org

Shawn Leary 
learylax3r@gmail.com

Stephanie Drake
StephanieJayne.Drake@gmail.com

Jordan Shepard
shepardnjordan@gmail.com

In Memoriam

John Kittredge ’47
John Kittredge ’47 passed away on 
February 23, 2018. John attended 
Darrow for his freshman year before 
transferring to The Hotchkiss School, 
where he graduated in 1947. He earned 
a B.A. in English and history from Yale 
University in 1951. After serving in the 
Counter Intelligence Corps of the United 
States Army, he went to work for the 
Rising Paper Company, followed by the 
Strathmore Paper Company. In 1971 he 
joined the family business, Crane and 
Company. John was Vice President of 
Paper Manufacturing and Engineering 
and managed U.S. currency operations, 
retiring in 1994 after 22 years. He was 
a passionate and respected community 
leader of the Berkshires for his entire 
adult life. He was active on countless 
boards and committees and was chairman 
of many. John was a lifelong singer, with 
a strong and memorable bass voice. 
He was a member of the Yale 1951 
Whiffenpoofs and a sports enthusiast.

Frederick Rehberger ’57
Frederick “Si” Rehberger, 77, of St. 
Petersburg, passed away Wednesday, 
October 26, 2016. He was born 
November 7, 1938, in East Williston, NY, 
to Fred and Martha. After graduating 
Darrow, he attended Hamilton College 
and graduated from New York University. 
He was a veteran of the United States 
Army and was stationed in Germany. 
Si was co-founder and Vice President 
of MRW Insurance Group based in 
Huntington, Long Island. 

Stephen Hawkins ’54
Stephen Hawkins ’54, intermittent 
lifelong resident of New Lebanon, 
NY, died on April 16 at the age of 83. 
After graduating from Darrow, he 
served in the Marines for three years. 
He married Peggy Victoria of New 
Lebanon and New York City. Together 
they moved south, where he received 
a bachelor’s degree in ancient history 
from Washington and Lee University 
in Lexington, VA. After graduation he 
taught history at Choate School for 
eight years. Steve was a house master 
and a soccer, hockey, and golf coach. 
The Hawkins family moved back to 
New Lebanon in 1970. He and his wife 
became members of the Lebanon Valley 
Protective Association, serving on 
the ambulance for many years. Steve 
was the evening photographer for the 
Berkshire Eagle for ten years. 

C. Davis  Haines ’43
The Alumni Office was recently notified 
that C. Davis Haines ’43 passed away 
a few years ago. Please contact 
Sarah Frederick, Associate Director of 
Advancement and Alumni Relations, 
at fredericks@darrowschool.org to 
share any additional information or 
remembrances.

Cyril Fitch ’55
The Alumni Office recently learned 
that Cyril Fitch ’55 passed away on May 
8, 2018. Please contact Sarah Frederick, 
Associate Director of Advancement 
and Alumni Relations, at fredericks@
darrowschool.org to share any additional 
information or remembrances.

Michael Buddy ’59
Michael Vincent Buddy, of Greenwich, 
CT, passed away on April 3, 2017. 
Michael was raised in Westport, CT. He 
joined the Marine Corps in 1957 and 
was honorably discharged in 1960. In 
1962, he began his career in television 
in the mail room at CBS News, and 
from there rose through the ranks 
to become Associate Director of the 
Evening News with Walter Cronkite. In 
1978, he began a 20-year career at ABC 
News, first as Director of the Evening 
News and later as Director of This Week 
with David Brinkley, 20/20, and Good 
Morning America. In 1992, he won an 
Emmy Award for Outstanding Instant 
Coverage of a Single Breaking News 
Story for Desert Storm, Days 1, 2, & 3. 
Michael previously served on the vestry 
of Christ Church Greenwich and was a 
former Board Member of the Episcopal 
Camp and Conference Center (ECCC) 
in Ivoryton, CT. A devoted Francophile, 
Michael, along with his wife, Betsey, 
spent winters in Paris, soaking up French 
culture and indulging in fine cuisine. 
Summers were spent with friends and 
family on Martha’s Vineyard, where 
Michael loved fishing, clamming, tide-
riding, and collecting sea glass with his 
grandchildren.
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In Memoriam
Miguel Rios ’68

In planning for their 50th Reunion this 
June, the Class of 1968 discovered that  
Miguel Rios was among the missing. It 
was soon learned that he passed away 
on September 19, 2003. Miguel was 
born March 17, 1950, in the Bronx, NY, 
and moved to Vineland, NJ, in 1972. He 
had been living for the past 20 years in 
Galloway Township, NJ. After graduating 
from Darrow, he attended Temple 
University. A decorated veteran, Miguel 
served in Cam Rahn Bay, South Vietnam, 
as a combat medic from 1970–72. Miguel 
was a devoted father and husband. He 
loved music, loved to sing, and was an 
accomplished musician, having mastered 
several instruments. He enjoyed jam 
sessions with his family and friends, which 
most often included culinary dishes he 
prepared with joy because of his love of 
cooking. His other hobbies were reading, 
photography, sports, theater, and dancing 
with his wife. 

Curtis Sears ’69

Curtis Adams Sears, 66, passed away 
peacefully in his home on July 4, 2018, 
surrounded by his loving family. Curtis 
was born in Pittsfield, MA, to Doris Irene 
and Frank Lewis Sears on August 30, 
1951. A long career in the paper industry 
took him and his family throughout the 
eastern United States and the world, most 
recently living in Brazil before returning to 
Midlothian, VA. Besides his family, work, 
and travel, Curtis’s passion in life was 
running. He ran across Scotland from coast 
to coast and, in addition to numerous 
other footraces, completed 49 marathons 
throughout the United States, including 
four Boston Marathons. 

Theodore Low ’65
Theodore Parmelee Low passed away 
October 20, 2017, at his home in Ocala, 
FL. He was 70 years old. Ted was born in 
New York City on November 9, 1947, and 
grew up in Madison, CT, with his mother, 
Patricia Grace (Magor); father, William 
W Low III; and brother, William Jr. After 
graduating from Darrow, he attended the 
University of Connecticut. He was the 
family genealogist and produced reams of 
history on his extended family dating back 
to the 1600s. He was the gentlest of men, 
committed to his Christian faith, and a 
dedicated father and grandfather.

Sloan Auchincloss ’61

Samuel Sloan 
Auchincloss of 
Harrisburg, PA, 
passed away on 
April 27, 2018. 
Sloan came to 
Darrow in 1957 
from The Harvey 
School of 
Hawthorne, NY. 
While at Darrow, 
he and Robert 
A. Warner ’60 
established 
the Model 
Railroad Club, reflecting Sloan’s lifelong 
interest in trains. Sloan became well 
known to his classmates as manager of 
the Milk Bar, a post he held for three of 
his four years at Darrow. Equipped with 
an 8mm movie camera, he captured 
student life in athletics, “rites of spring,” 
and Hands-to-Work. He loved music and 
enjoyed piano lessons given by Mrs. 
Dorothy Van Vorst. In retirement, Sloan 
enjoyed playing xylophone on his 1931 
Leedy. After graduation, he matriculated 
at Boston University, where he received 
a B.S. in public relations in 1965, and 
then graduated in 1966 from American 
University with a master’s degree in 
public relations. He served three years 
in the U.S. Army as a commissioned 

A recent photo of Sloan Auchincloss and his wife, Susan

officer, rising to the rank of captain, 
including one year in Vietnam where he 
earned a Combat Medical Badge, the 
Bronze Star, and an Army Commendation 
Medal. In 1969, he joined the Harrisburg 
branch of Xerox Corporation as a sales 
representative. In 1973, he became an 
account executive for local ad agency 
Edward C. Michener Associates. In 
1975, he married Susan Johnson of Bay 
Head, NJ. The couple started their own 
marketing communications company 
in 1984, Auchincloss & Auchincloss, 
Inc., from which they retired in 2005. 
Throughout his career and retirement, 
Sloan served on the boards of a number 
of Harrisburg-area civic, educational, and 
cultural organizations. 

continued from page 37
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Paul Erwin
Paul Richard Erwin passed away on March 
19, 2018, in San Antonio, TX, after an 
extended illness. He will be remembered 
by family and friends for his devotion to 
teaching, a love of all sports (especially 
football and golf ), a gift for storytelling, 
a rapier wit and incredible sense of 
humor, and a lifelong passion for doo 
wop, country, and bluegrass music. As 
an English teacher at Dallastown Area 
High School in Pennsylvania in 1966, 
Paul launched what would be a nearly 
50-year career as a dedicated classroom 
teacher, administrator, and innovative 
educator. He then went on to inspire 
students and athletes at Darrow, where 
he taught English and coached football 
from 1970–75. In 1976, he joined as a 
founding member and second headmaster 
of The Winston School in Dallas, TX, a 
groundbreaking independent school 
serving children with learning differences.

Lore Squier P’78, ’82, GP’10 

Richard Tauber
Richard Harold Tauber was born on June 
30, 1944, in Paterson, NJ, with his fraternal 
twin brother, Bob. He was welcomed 
home by his mother, Carolyn (Midge) 
Greenberg; his father, Eugene Tauber; 
and his older brother, Stuart. Dick spent 
most of his childhood in South Orange, NJ. 
He developed a love for theater, became 
president of New Jersey Temple Youth, 
and graduated from Colombia High School 
in 1963. In 1967, he received a B.A. in 
theater from Denison University, where he 
was a member of Beta Theta Pi. He studied 
at the University of Michigan and Columbia 
University and began pursuing technical 
theater work in addition to acting in New 
York City. He worked at “Shakespeare in 
the Park” under the direction of the famed 
Joseph Papp and later joined the crew 
for the original Broadway production of 
Godspell, where he ran lights on over 800 
shows. He met Marjorie Hirschberg in an 
acting class in Greenwich Village and they 
were married in 1973. Dick then became 
Dean of Students and Marjorie the head 
of the drama program at Darrow. In 1978, 
they celebrated the birth of their first child, 
Ethan. In 1981, they moved to Atlanta, GA, 
where Dick had been hired to work at the 
newly established CNN, and where he 
would continue to work for the next 32 
years. Dick and Marjorie bought a house 
and had their second child, Elizabeth, in 
1983. The family spent many happy days 
together until 1997, when Marjorie passed 
away from ALS. In 2013, after retiring from 
CNN, he was inducted into the Space and 
Satellite Hall of Fame. He also received 
three Emmy Awards for his work at CNN. 
In addition to being passionate about 
his work, Dick was a movie lover and 
delighted in blaring classic rock from his 
car speakers. He loved to tell jokes and 
anecdotes and had a wonderful sense of 
humor. He was an incredibly kind soul, 
extremely generous, helpful to everyone 
he knew, and mentored many people over 
the years. 

Donald Sutherland
Donald Ripley Sutherland passed away on 
June 25, 2018, at the age of 85. He lived 
his entire life serving others, including his 
extended family, church, and community 
organizations. Don was a member of The 
Darrow School faculty from 1960–1964. 

Lore Squier P’78, ’82, GP’10 passed away 
on June 29, 2018. She was a devoted 
supporter of The Darrow School and 
served for many years as a Hands-to-Work 
crew leader and instructor in quilting and 
sewing. Lore came to America in 1956 as 
the new bride of her beloved husband, 
David C. Squier, to start their family, 
eventually settling in New Lebanon, NY. 
Lore proudly became an American citizen. 
A proud parent and grandparent of Darrow 
School alumni, she devoted much of 
her volunteer time to the School and its 
students. 

FORMER FACULTY

Marissa L. DeGregoriis, 60, passed away 
on March 8, 2018, in Pawling, NY. She 
previously lived in Boulder, CO. Born in 
Blue Water, NM, on July 17, 1957, she was 
the daughter of Shirley (Hendrix) Davis and 
the late John DeGregoriis. Marissa had 
worked as an administrative assistant for 
a local school district and was a member 
of the First Reformed Church of Fishkill. A 
published author, she had a great sense 
of humor and enjoyed traveling with her 
mom. Marissa served as the Class Agent 
for many years, and worked hard to bring 
her classmates back to the Mountainside 
for their 40th Reunion in 2015.

C. Mark Hancox ’90
Charles Mark Hancox, 45, passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, September 25, 
2016. After graduating from Darrow, 
he went on to pursue a career in semi-
professional hockey. He was employed 
by Jersey Elevator as an installer. An avid 
deep-sea fisherman, he had a charter 
boat captain’s license, which he used 
extensively. Mark was a devoted father, 
loving son, and brother. Surviving are his 
beloved son, Jake; his parents, Steve and 
Toni; his brother, Keith, and wife, Marcella; 
his sister, Wendy Rothenberg, and her 
husband, Bennett; and his nieces and 
nephews, Owen, Jordan, Stephen, Skylar, 
and Summer. 

Marissa deGregoriis ’75
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Kari Wishingrad ’78 first came to 
the Mountainside when she visited 
with her family while her parents were 
seeking a school for her older sister, 
Dara ’76. Coming from a Westchester 
County (New York) home following 
a move from her native New York 
City, she had seen enough of public 
schools to know she wasn’t going to 
thrive. 

“None of us kids were enjoying 
or prospering in the public school 
system,” she said. “I was bullied in 
the eighth grade. I hung out with kids 
who were mostly poor influences. 
My grades were not as good as they 
could be. I hated school and dreaded 
getting up every morning. I knew I 
needed to get out, and I saw Darrow 
as my exit.”

The decision would alter her life. At 
Darrow, she blossomed as a student 
and as a person, exploring her cre-
ative talents, building her confidence, 
taking risks, and forming supportive 
friendships with peers and teachers. 

“My artistic and creative side was 
encouraged and strengthened, even 
when I did not believe in myself,” she 
said. “I felt accepted and embraced 
for who I was. By the time I went off 
to college I was already in a differ-
ent place from my university peers 
because of my independence and 
strength that had grown at Darrow.”

Wishingrad studied theater at SUNY 
New Paltz and appeared in many suc-

Kari Wishingrad ’78: A Life-Changing Experience

Kari Wishingrad ’78 (center) and classmate Greg Perkins ’78 (left) received gifts of appre-
ciation from Lawrence Klein, Assistant Head of School for Institutional Advancemenet, at 
Reunion 2018 to commemorate their membership in The Darrow School Legacy Society, 
which recognizes those who have named Darrow in their estate planning.

cessful plays in the Bay area, where 
she moved in 1985. She has also 
acted in numerous films, done voice-
overs for animated films, and worked 
as a documentarian. She now lives in 
Sonoma, California, and has her own 
business: www.organizingbykari.com.

She is also vigilant about maintain-
ing her Darrow connections, serving 
as class agent, staying in touch with 
classmates, and returning for reunions. 

“Darrow connections run deep, and 
are not like any other past connec-
tions,” she said. “Darrow relationships 
feel like family.”

•  Simple bequests 
•  Trusts
•  IRA disbursements

•  Real property gifts
•  Tangible personal property gifts
    ...and many more

For additional information, please contact Law rence Klein, Assistant Head 
of School for Institutional Advance ment and General Counsel, at kleinl@
darrowschool.org or call (518) 794-6031.

Plan your giving online...
Want to learn more about The Legacy Society? The Darrow School’s gift-
planning website, http://darrowschool.giftplans.org, offers the guidance 
needed to make informed decisions about your charitable giving options. 
Find out more about how to designate Darrow as the beneficiary of:

As a single person with no children, 
Wishingrad said she wants to give 
back to Darrow to ensure that other 
students will have the growth oppor-
tunities that she experienced. Naming 
Darrow in her estate planning through 
the Legacy Society, she said, enables 
her to do that.

“If you feel that your time at Darrow 
was a life-changing experience as it 
was for me,” she said, “it’s a fulfilling, 
generous way to ensure that what you 
received will be passed on to benefit 
the School and future students.”



Your gift matters 
to Neshima.

THE DARROW SCHOOL ANNUAL FUND

An accomplished visual artist, 
musician, and writer, Neshima’s 
future has no limit. Give to The 
Darrow School Annual Fund and you 
will provide the resources necessary 
to build the confident, creative, and 
innovative leaders of tomorrow.

www. darrowschool.org/support-darrow
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Parents: If this issue is addressed to a son or daughter who no longer maintains an address at your home, please send the correct address to: alumni@darrowschool.org.

Mountainside Maple
by Steve Ricci
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